


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

At SOSARL, all dogs are welcome!  We’re not picky. Our goal is to help all dogs in 
need, regardless of their breed.  We particularly love mutts! 

SOS is a small group of dedicated volunteers with a big vision. 
• We are dedicated to the rescue and 

placement of homeless dogs with loving 
forever homes.   

• We advocate for homeless and at risk 
animals while providing comfort, 
rehabilitation and veterinary care to the 
animals in our program.   

• We promote and support life-saving 
initiatives that enable responsible pet 
guardianship while treating each animal 
and adopter as an individual. 

SOSARL rescues dogs locally and all across the nation from no kill and high kill shelters, puppymills and owner 
surrenders.   

• While we have many adoptable dogs physically located in New England, others are still in foster care in the 
South and Midwest, waiting for their furever home to find them.  All of our dogs are advertised on online at 
www.sosarl.org and over 30 other pet adoption sites. 

• We require all of our adopters to submit an adoption application and undergo interviews, reference checks 
and meet-n-greets to help ensure the right match. 

• We stand behind our dogs 100%.  Some adoptions are more challenging than others.  We support our 
adopters throughout the process - both before and after placement - with resources and advice.  We will 
always take our dogs back into rescue if it doesn't work out.  

Find out how you can help 
us save lives.    

Learn more at:  www.sosarl.org 

We are volunteer driven and foster-based.  We do not have a physical 
facility; all SOS dogs are cared for in foster homes until they find their 
furever homes.   

We are supported entirely by adoption fees and donations.  100% of 
donations go straight to the dogs. 

We are always looking for new individuals/families to join our group; 
please consider volunteering today! 

Thank you for your support! 











SOS is dedicated to achieving a No Kill Nation and believes we can get there if we all work 
together and strive for continuous improvement. 

WHAT ARE WE DOING? 
Pet overpopulation is a complicated issue, and there is no silver-bullet solution.  SOS promotes a multi-faceted 
approach with our diverse programs. 

Adoption and Outreach Events.  SOS participates in more than a handful of events each month throughout Rhode 
Island to bring exposure to our dogs and our mission.  These events are critical to exposing our dogs to potential 
adoptive homes, as well as connecting with the community about the importance of adoption, spay/neuter, and proper 
animal care, as well as building our SOS volunteer team. 

Adoption Support.  Our adoption process includes an adoption application, reference checks and most importantly, an 
adopter interview in which basic training, vetting and care are discussed in depth, as are the specific needs of the dog 
selected.  Meetings between local SOS dogs and resident dog(s) are required to help ensure a good match, home visits 
are utilized to help prepare the adopters further, and professional training sessions are sponsored with the new 
adoptive family as relevant.  SOS makes every effort to ensure that the adopter has appropriate expectations of our 
adoption process and their new companion, commitment to working through any issues that may arise, and 
resourcefulness to enlist the right help as needed.  SOS support does not end once the dog is placed in a home; all SOS 
adopters have access to our trainer for free phone consultations as well as discounted training packages, 30 days of free 
pet insurance, and referrals to local veterinary hospitals that offer a complementary first exam for SOS dogs and 
discounts on boarding and doggie daycare packages. 

WHAT'S THE PROBLEM? 
For a variety of reasons, many dogs are not neutered or 
spayed in southern states and allowed to roam free; this 
leads to an overabundance of homeless dogs in those areas.  
In the Northeast, there are many families who are looking for 
a pet who cannot find the right dog for their circumstances 
despite looking in local shelters and animal rescue facilities.  
Through our programs, SOS strives to connect these 
homeless dogs with these homes, while also working on 
region-specific programs to ultimately reduce the number of 
homeless dogs in the south. 

 

WHAT IS OUR MISSION? 
We are dedicated to the rescue and placement of homeless 
dogs with loving forever homes. We advocate for homeless 
and at risk animals while providing comfort, rehabilitation 
and veterinary care to the animals in our program.  We 
promote and support life-saving initiatives that enable 
responsible pet guardianship while treating each animal and 
adopter as an individual. 

WHO IS SOS? 
SOS is a group of dedicated volunteers with a big vision.  SOSARL is not a shelter; we are a volunteer-driven foster-
based dog rescue based in RI saving lives throughout the south and placing them in great homes in the northeast.  
We rely on foster homes to care for our dogs who are regularly transported from our southern partners.  Our 
volunteers fill the roles of foster homes, transporters, event dog handlers, accountants, grant writers, marketing, 
graphic designers, web page designers, communications specialists, administrative assistants, event coordinators, 
fundraisers, data entry assistants, reference checkers, trainers and adoption counselors.  We support programs 
that seek to solve the problem of pet overpopulation while treating each dog and adopter as an individual. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
Breaking the Cycle.  While adoptions play a key component in 
creating a no-kill nation, the single most important thing that 
we can do to save dogs from the suffering and death caused by 
pet overpopulation is to spay and neuter them to help ensure 
that an unwanted litter is never born.  SOS ensures that all dogs 
we place are not able to reproduce and is actively working with 
our southern partners develop spay/neuter programs. Read 
more about this pilot program at:  http://sosarl.org/newsletter-
supporting-spay-and-neuter-programs/ 

Heart Help.  At any time, SOS has several 
dogs in our program who are being treated 
for heartworm disease.  A simple $5/month 
pill can prevent this disease, but once 
infected, proper treatment for heartworm 
disease can take hundreds (sometimes 
thousands) of dollars and 4-5 months of 
foster care housing - two precious resources 
that can be very hard to find for homeless 
dogs.  Learn more here:  
www.facebook.com/HWHeartHelp.  

Dog Care & Enrichment.  SOS is committed to 
providing a high quality of life for all SOS dogs, 
both while in our care and after adoption;  

often this means providing extra vetting and training support.  In addition to caring for their medical needs, SOS 
supports the physical and mental needs of our dogs.  We have a dedicated network of foster homes in the RI-MA-CT 
area who offer private home living for our dogs, and we also have a boarding partner facility where maintain several 
kennel and doggie daycare spaces.  Support volunteers and services are enlisted to provide boarding and foster dogs 
with additional enrichment activities likes working walks, treadmill time, training and socialization.  Professional group 
training classes are available to our foster dogs from local trainers, and in-home training consultations and other 
training specialists are utilized on an as-needed basis.  SOS maintains these programs to help support the total well-
being of the dogs in our care.   

Volunteer Engagement & Empowerment.  Knowledge is power, and ideas are inspirational.  SOS strives to keep our 
volunteers updated on the happenings of SOS and involved in new programs and learning opportunities that support 
our no-kill nation vision.  SOS hosts monthly meetings for all volunteers to provide updates on SOS news, training or 
other educational topics, and live training demonstrations and tips.  This is a great way to build our team, share 
information on rescue and keep the discussion alive.    

Learn more at:  www.sosarl.org 
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